IDEF INDIA
- Franco Indian legal association Annual report
2015

I.

Life of the Institution

IDEF India – Franco Indian Legal Association was started with the aims and objectives to:
Support and stimulate the mutual understanding and permeation of knowledge between Indian
Lawyers, French speaking Lawyers, or Lawyers sharing the Civil Law Legal Tradition and Lawyer
members of IDEF
To promote the exchanges of legal information having its sources in India,
Act as a catalyst in sharing, comparing and analysing the judicial policies and the legal solutions
all over the world,
Organise any such action of formal or informal legal education, such as seminars, work-shops,
visio/audio conferences, conventions, colloquiums, round tables, meetings,
Promote research activities on law and justice,
Draw and build from the experience of OHADA,
Provide trainings to Lawyers, members involved in governance of State, legislators and judiciary
as well as civil society,
Set up a network between any persons and/or institutions and stakeholders of different nations
dealing with legal issues, and facilitate cultural exchanges and cooperation between them,
Publish scientific materials or interactive tools within the aim of IDEF India,
Promote social, cultural and academic contacts among legal scholars from India and abroad,
Strive to promote legal literacy.

Assemblée générale d’IDEF India

The Constituting Meeting was held on
9th January 2015 and a temporary
governing Body was designated.
On 31st January 2015, a General
assembly was convened and the
Governing body was elected.

31 janvier 2015

The Association was registered before
the
Registrar
of
Companies,
th
Pondicherry on 24 February 2015 as
reg n° 74/2015 in accordance with
« Societies Registration (Pondicherry
Amendment) Act, 1969 ».
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After registration IDEF India could open a current account in the Central Bank,
Pondicherry as account N° 3441868043.
As per 31st December 2015, IDEF India had 15 members out of which 5 are life members.

II.

Activities of the association

On 20th & 21st March 2015, the inauguration celebration of IDEF India took place.
According to its implication in the impact of law on society, for the inauguration IDEF
India chose a theme of international concern and organized a “Law and happiness
international event” (see Annex n° 1).
It was a two days event, the first one aimed at the public at large and the second for the
lawyers and those members of civil society interested by the aims of IDEF India.
A press meet took place on 18th March 2015 and the event was announced in
newspapers and Medias.

The Hindu – 19 March 2015
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1. World happiness day 20th March 2015

For the first
happiness day
March
at
association with
International du
Government of
sponsors.
At the

time in India, the World
was celebrated on 20th
Kamban Kalai Arangham, in
OIB
(Observatoire
Bonheur) and the support of
Puducherry
and
other
image of Pondicherry, The
Conference was trilingual: Tamil, French and English

The celebration was inaugurated by the Honorable Chief Minister of Pondicherry in
the presence of special guests Honorable Welfare Minister and Honorable Minister for
local administration.

The Welcoming address was given
both in Tamil by T. Muruguessane, Patron of IDEF India and
President of Société de droit comparé and in French by
Yamouna
David,
Vice-President of
Observatoire
international du Bonheur (OIB)
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Over 200 persons attended from different sections of the society and a wide
spectrum of age group.

Justice David Annoussamy gave his insights on how work should be in
tune with happiness. New ideas for a better impact of OIT (International
Labour Organisation) were exposed. The place, choice and duration of
work, The carreer subjected to, imposed retirement were explored.
Perspectives for a new carrer plan were hilighted.
Work and Happiness

The transcript of the whole talk
has been published in the
Pondicherry newspaper “Le Traitd’Union”.
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Institutions contribution to United Nation’s resolution on
happiness and Well-being Dr. Isabella Micali Drossos,

Senior Counsel, Legal Vice Presidency of World
Bank - Scientific board of OIB, reminded the
importance of UN resolution 19th July 2011 and
how all institutions and stakeholders as well as civil
society is invited to contribute to the world new
paradigm

Law and happiness in
French Law

Barthélémy
Mercadal,
General secretary
of IDEF,

Environment management and judicial challenges

By
R. Venkataramani

Senior Advocate Supreme Court - Member of
the Law Commission of India
N. Rangasamy
Honorable
Chief Minister
Puducherry
Talked about
Happiness and
governance

Miss M.
Rajeswary,
student,
shared a song
on social
awareness
Being a Happiness day, it was a great pleasure to
be greeted by young artists!
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Students at the entrance of the hall invited all participants to leave a word or a drawing
on a blank banner as a souvenir.

The success of the celebration was beyond our expectations and had an excellent press
impact.
The Government of Puducherry participated actively in the celebration and expressed
satisfaction with the way the celebration was conducted.
A special address was made by The Chief Minister to the Cabinet and the Assembly, and
it has been decided that from now on, the International happiness day would be
celebrated by the Government itself.
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2. Inauguration of IDEF India
On 21st March the inauguration of IDEF India took place at the auditorium of Alliance
Française graciously offered to IDEF India, under the patronage of Barthélémy Mercadal,
Secretary General of IDEF who came specially for the inauguration.

The opening session had two parts:

a/ Presentations by speakers

Ancient and fundamental links
connections between Indian and French law
by Justice David Annoussamy,

and

The vocation of the IDEF
by Barthélémy Mercadal, Secretary General of the
IDEF,
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training in French law in India by representatives of the three University schools
of law, the rule of Pondicherry
Post graduate diploma in French Law
By K. Vijayalakshmi, Principal Law College Puducherry

The School of Law of Puducherry University and Panthéon-Sorbonne University
By M L S Kaarmukilan, Coordinator, School of Law - Pondicherry University
Sri Balaji Law School
By D. Reena Iswariya, Advocate - Puducherry Bar association
existing legal areas of cooperation between India
by Yamouna David, Avocat honoraire, President of IDEF India

and

France

b) An exchange with participants on concrete projects that could be implemented.
The public participated very actively in the discussion.
They were essentially lawyer, but also members of civil society involved or
interested in societal issues.
Some ideas were put forward for future plans, out of which we could identify:
o
o
o
o

An interest for French law,
A need for a better knowledge of the French legal vocabulary,
Wish for more exchanges of students,
Desire for training on specific points of Law

This session was concluded by a reception hosted by the French Consulate. All ideas that
emerged during the conference could be brainstormed in a convivial sharing in the
beautiful premises of the Consulate
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The General Secretary of IDEF, Barthélémy Mercadal
expressed his happiness regarding this professional
and nevertheless cheerful inauguration celebration.
Many promises of future realization were shared
with the Governing body of IDEF India.

3. Rule of Law and happiness : cross-section workshop 26th December 2016
A cross section workshop was held Saturday 26th December with 50 persons from
various sections of society.
The aim was to scrutinize the Gross National Happiness 2015 questionnaire of Bhutan
and get the opinion of participants on how to adapt it to local specificities.
This workshop is the second step, after 20th March celebration, to act upon the road
map as set up in the 17th December meeting of the association.
IDEF India aims to:
-

Meet the statistics department of Pondichery to launch a pilot project of survey of
societal happiness,

-

Once the first survey is done, audit the existing legal frame for the domains in which
societal happiness has a low score to find out whether it is due to :
Lack of legal provisions,
Improper legal provisions
Dysfunction of the application of the existing legal provisions

-

After auditing, share the conclusions and suggestions with members of IDEF
International, to find out how other legal systems address the given issues.

-

Submit reports to the Law commission at local and national level, as well as to
International bodies.

-

Organise legal literacy workshops on given domains.
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1. Remembrance ceremony
Before holding the workshop, a remembrance ceremony was held as IDEF India suffered
the loss of two very precious members during the year 2015.
Mr. T. Murugesan
Mr S. Mohandass exposed the career of our regretted Patron
and his long standing investment in societal activities as well
as his passion for education.
If IDEF India could be so successfully launched, it is thanks to
him and however challenged by health problems, he devoted
all his energy to make things happen and always move
forward.
May IDEF India be at the level of his expectations!
Patron of IDEF India
Mr E.V.Kumar
Mr K. Ranganathan made a vibrant homage to our precious
Counseling member who passed away so suddenly, leaving us
with a blank page.
His attachment to the idea of justice was very strong and he
always checked and cross-checked issues not only through the
legality of each and every issue, but also with respect to the
ethical impacts.
Societal happiness was for him rooted in societal peace and
his investment in Lok Adalats was known to all.
Counseling member of
IDEF India

2. Cross section workshop
The cross section workshop was a surprising success as diversity was ensured at
many levels:
Age : from 12 to 90 years old,
Literate and illiterate,
Gender parity to the level of 2/3
Language diversity
Social background
Professional diversity including housewife, students, retired…
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Four parallel sessions were held with coordinators, reports and monitors in three
different languages: two in Tamil, one in French and one in English.
111 questions from the Bhutanese Gross national happiness survey were
examined by each group and many suggestions were put forward.

Participants expressed satisfaction and
wished to pursue this work
A
debriefing
session
was
immediately organized the same day to
exchange the views between the
different sessions and the outcomes
were sometimes surprisingly different
from one group to another
This workshop could be conducted
thanks to Sri Balaji Law School who put
premises at our disposal, which was very
convenient for cross section work.
The event had a positive echo in the
press as well as in the world and was
relayed by Gross national happiness
movement.
It has been decided that indeed this
work was of real utility and should
pursued and developed in the future of
IDEF India.

The HINDU Friday, 20th March 2016
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